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SUBJECT: BYMNASTICS AND FRIENDSHIP 

REP BUCHAREST 3582 

1. TO ADD TO BUCHAREST’S COMMENTS ON EFFECTS ON FRIENDSHIP OF 
SPORTS RELATIONS, WE CAN REPORT THAT EMBASSY PERSONNEL WHO 
ATTENDED MAY 14 SESSION OF BYMNASTICS CHAMPIONSHIP FOUND CZECH 
AUDIENCE HEAVILY ON COMANECI'S SIDE IN THE DISPUTED CALL. 

IT APPLAUDED ROMANIAN WALK OUT AND SENT SOME WHISTLES TOWARD 
SOVIET PARTICIPANTS. THIS PUT NO STRAIN ON CZECH SPORTMANSHIP 
SINCE THEIR OWN COMPETITOR WAS NOT AMONG TOP SCORERS. 

2. CZECHOSLOVAK PRESS HANDLING OF THE EVENT HAS SHOWN SOME 
CONFUSION IN SIGNALS. MAY 16 RUDE PRAVO IN ONE PLACE TOOK 
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NASTILY PRIM TONE THAT COMANECI AND OFFICIALS OF ROMANIAN TEAM 
MUST GET USED TO FACT THAT SHE NO LONGER IS TOPS IN ALL DISCIPLINES. 

IN ANOTHER COMMENTARY, SPORTS EDITOR POINTED OUT THAT OTHER TOP 
FEMALE GYMNASTS (NAMING SOVIET STARS) HAVE SHOWN THEY KNOW HOW 
TO LOSE AS WELL AS WIN. BY MAY 17, HOWEVER, THE SPORTS EDITOR 
APPARENTLY HAD THE WORD TO "COOL IT". IN WRAP-UP COMMENTARY HE 
IGNORED WALK-OUT AND HIGHLY PRAISED BOTH COMANECI AND UNGUREANU 
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(ALTHOUGH NOTING LATTER DID NOT FULLY LIVE UP TO ADVANCE BILLING) 
AS WELL AS SOVIET PERFORMERS. 

3. COMMENT: THIS APPEARS TO BE ONE ARE AIN WHICH 
CZECHOSLOVAK AUTHORITIES DO NOT FEET, THEY HAVE TO DEMONSTRATE 
1,000 PERCENT LOYALTY TO SOVIETS. 

4. BUCHAREST COMMENTS THAT ON THIS OCCASION SPORTS DID LITTLE 
TO PROMOTE SOVIET-ROMANIAN FRIENDSHIP. WE WHO HAVE JUST LIVED 
THROUGH THE WORLD HOCKEY MATCHES CAN SAY THAT IF WE OR THE 
SOVIETS WERE TO TAKE THE ATTITUDES OF CZECHOSLOVAK SPORTS FANS 
AS THE MEASURE OF THE QUALITY OF THE "TRADITIONAL TIES OF 
FRIENDSHIP" BETWEEN OUR COUNTRIES AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA, WE WOULD 
LONG AGO HAVE, AT LEAST, BROKEN DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. 

BYRNE 
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